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IN RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS OF 

THE DENTON COUNTY LEADER-
SHIP DELEGATION WHO ARE VIS-
ITING WASHINGTON, DC THIS 
WEEK 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2014 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Denton County, Texas and mem-
bers of the Denton County leadership delega-
tion who are visiting here in Washington, DC 
this week. These local officials and business 
leaders understand that what goes on here in 
Washington affects their local communities 
back home. So this trip, which they make 
every two years, is a very important one. 

During their time here, the group is meeting 
with members of the leadership here in Con-
gress, as well as Senators and Representa-
tives from Texas and across the country. Addi-
tionally, they have had a chance to tour the 
Marine Corps Barracks and meet with mem-
bers of the U.S. Chamber of Congress and 
business associations of Denton County, 
along with several Denton County local offi-
cials, to the Nation’s Capital. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit the following names 
of the Denton County delegation: 

Diane Callahan, Chuck Carpenter, James 
Cline, Martha Davis, Patrick Davis, Andrew 
Eads, Neil Ferguson, Lori Fickling, Thomas 
‘‘TJ’’ Gilmore, Ray Hernandez, Kelly Heslep, 
David Hodges, Kathy Hodges. 

Cindi Howard, William Meek, Julie Meyer, 
Mark Payne, Nate Prevost, Kimberly Rea-
soner, Lori Salisbury, Todd Salisbury, Greg 
Tierney, Drean Ueckert, Lori Walker, Mike 
Walker, Brian Weale. 
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HONORING FRANK AND TERESSA’S 
ANCHOR BAR ON THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CHICKEN WING 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Frank & Teressa’s An-
chor Bar and the 50th anniversary of their sig-
nature dish, the chicken wing. The Anchor Bar 
is an establishment that is deeply ingrained in 
the fabric of Buffalo, New York; its story exhib-
its resilience and ambition that define the city 
in which it stands as well as the people who 
live in it. This Thursday, March 6, is a date 
which signifies the 50th anniversary of the 
chicken wing and its legacy, which trans-
formed the landscape of American cuisine, 
and made Buffalo, New York synonymous with 

a finger food that has left its lasting impression 
on the culinary industry. 

Frank Bellissimo was born in 
Montemaggiore Belsito, a little town in the 
province of Sicily, Italy. His parents immi-
grated to the U.S. when he was just four years 
old. At the age of 14 during a night out in 
downtown Buffalo, Frank fell in love with the 
ambiance and persona of the city. He vowed 
to one day be a part of it. 

Frank met his wife Teressa while he was a 
butcher. Teressa, the daughter of Sicilian im-
migrants as well, was born in Buffalo. The two 
became married in 1934 and discovered their 
shared love of cooking. 

After accumulating a few hundred dollars, 
the two decided to open a restaurant and in 
1935, rented a place on Canal Street at the 
foot of Main Street in downtown Buffalo. 
Teressa noticed how the sailors docking their 
boats in the adjacent Buffalo River would drop 
their anchors into the water. Henceforth, the 
Anchor Bar was given its emblematic name. 

The bar quickly grew in popularity, forcing 
Frank and Teressa to move to 1047 Main 
Street—the address at which the bar is lo-
cated to this day. Not long after that, the dish 
that would revolutionize pub food was created. 

Frank and Teressa’s son Dominic was tend-
ing bar at his family’s restaurant on a late Fri-
day night in March 1964. Some friends 
stopped by to pay him a visit and have a few 
drinks. Before long, they asked Dominic for 
something to eat, though they yearned for 
something out of the ordinary—something they 
could eat with their fingers while retaining the 
ability to drink and converse. Dominic went to 
his mother Teressa for help. She had recently 
received a large shipment of wings that were 
‘‘too meaty’’ to be used in the stockpot for 
soup. Remembering those wings, she decided 
to deep fry them, toss them in a spicy red 
sauce recipe and serve them with celery sticks 
and blue cheese dressing. At 12:10 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 6, 1964, the chicken wing 
was invented in Buffalo, New York. 

Though Dominic and his friends were skep-
tical, the chicken wings became an instant hit, 
and the rest is history. Before long, word 
spread across the city, state, and the country. 
Today, Anchor Bar serves up more than 
70,000 pounds of chicken per month, and its 
bottled wing sauce retails in over 5,000 super-
markets worldwide. Consumers can even pur-
chase Anchor Bar’s famous wings online and 
have them shipped anywhere in America. 
Countless celebrities have graced the bar’s 
Main Street location to experience the sensa-
tion for themselves. 

In 2003, Anchor Bar was presented with the 
prestigious James Beard Foundation award, 
given to restaurants ‘‘that have timeless ap-
peal, beloved for their quality food that reflect 
the history and character of their community.’’ 
In 2014, the Anchor Bar has franchised that 
timeless appeal and is proudly serving their 
famed wings at locations in the Buffalo Inter-

national Airport, Darien Lake Amusement 
Park, Hamilton, Ontario, and will soon be serv-
ing them on the West Coast at a location in 
Temecula, California. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
today to honor the 50th anniversary of the 
chicken wing. In doing so, I recognize a res-
taurant that stands as a testament to the 
American Dream. The children of Italian immi-
grants, Frank and Teressa Bellissimo took the 
creativity and resourcefulness of Italian cuisine 
and combined it with American values of inno-
vation and ingenuity. What was produced was 
not only a business that has profited for over 
65 years and remains a family owned and op-
erated enterprise, but also a symbol that the 
American Dream, still stands proud today. 
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HONORING GEORGE ANDREW 
POUNCEY 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2014 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. Andrew Pouncey on being 
selected as the 2014 Citizen of the Year by 
the Lions Club of Germantown, Tennessee. 
This public recognition is well deserved and 
stands in support of the career of Mr. 
Pouncey, who has consistently strived for the 
betterment of others. 

After graduating from both Rhodes College 
in Memphis and Mississippi State University, 
Mr. Pouncey began his career in both Plan-
ning and Landscape Architecture. Beginning in 
1990, Mr. Pouncey served in numerous ca-
pacities for the city of Germantown, Ten-
nessee. From Chief Planner to the Director of 
Economic and Community Development, Mr. 
Pouncey helped the Mayor and Board of Al-
dermen, the government of Germantown, and 
its residents enjoy this wonderful city. Addi-
tionally, the Riverdale Nature Garden, Civic 
Club Plaza, GPAC, Code of Ordinances, 
Urban Growth Boundary, and Smart Growth 
have been touched by the work of Mr. 
Pouncey. 

This dedication to preservation also found 
itself in the non-governmental life of Mr. 
Pouncey. Serving as the President of the 
Memphis Belle Memorial Association, board 
member of the Tennessee Preservation Trust, 
and the Germantown Museum, he spent nu-
merous years saving our Tennessee heritage 
for future generations. Mr. Pouncey has self-
lessly left his mark on safeguarding the history 
of the United States of America. 

On behalf of Tennessee’s 8th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Mr. Pouncey on being 
the 2014 Citizen of the Year. I wish him the 
best of luck for all future endeavors. 
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